
to see the world’s third oldest trace 

fossil site and touch dinosaur foot-

prints!  We also visit Royal Gorge 

and study the fantastic pegmatites.   

 

Colorado has experienced some of 

the most violent volcanic eruptions 

that the world has seen.  On day 

four you will see evidence of  the 

Rio Grande Rift and some of the 

volcanic activity that has taken 

place.  The day ends when we soak 

in the Mount Princeton Hot Springs! 

 

We end the field camp on day five 

by visiting the U.S. National Ice 

Core Laboratory.  The ice core 

samples held at the laboratory are 

the same samples that you see on 

climate change documentaries.  

After “suiting up” you will be able 

to go into the storage area and touch 

a sample! 
 
Pre-service teachers and college 

students are welcome to join us! 

 

It is often said that the best geolo-

gists are the ones who spend time 

studying geology in the field and the 

same can be said for earth science 

teachers.  Field Camps are designed 

to take teachers into the field for 3-5 

days at an affordable cost and al-

lowing them to study geology first 

hand and learn new ways to incor-

porate field experiences into their 

classroom.  Teachers will have 

opportunities to collect mineral, 

rock and fossil samples for their 

classes. 

Join the Geological Society of 

America on a 5-day adventure to 

discover some of the most exciting 

and fascinating geology in the conti-

nental United States.  We begin the 

trip by examining the rock layers 

along the Front Range of the Rocky 

Mountains.  By the end of the first 

day, you will be able to describe the 

events that took place to form the 

Rocky Mountains that we see today.   

The second day allows you to study 

fossils at Florissant Fossil Beds 

National Monument.  After our stop 

there, we will split shale at the 

Florissant Fossil Quarry.  You will 

be able to keep any fossil that you 

find!  We end the second day by 

driving to the top of  Pikes Peak.  

You will learn about this majestic 

mountain’s geologic story.  

 

During day three, you will be able 

June 20– arrive in Boulder, 

Colorado by 3 p.m.  Orientation, 

dinner and buy groceries 

June 21- Investigate the geology 

at Chautauqua,  Roxborough 

State Park & Garden of the Gods 

June 22- Uncover fossils in 

Florissant, CO., & unravel the 

mystery behind Pikes Peak 

June 23- Discover the dinosaurs 

of Canyon City,  study trace 

fossils, examine the beautiful 

pegmatites of the Royal Gorge 

June 24- Soak in Mt. Princeton 

Hot Springs, Visit Sugar Loaf 

Mountain, and the Chalk Cliffs 

June 25- Tour the US National 

Ice Core Laboratory and return 

to Boulder, Colorado 

June 26– depart 

*Itinerary subject to change 

**Trip cost includes accommoda-

tions for the night of June 25th 

Teachers interpreting rock 

outcrops is a common sight-

ing on this trip! 
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W H O  I S  

A B L E  T O  

A T T E N D ?  

 K-12 Teach-

ers!  We have 

had elemen-

tary, middle 

and high 

school teach-

ers on these 

trips! 

 Pre-service 

teachers! 

 College stu-

dents! 

 Community 

College Pro-

fessors! 

 Informal Edu-

cators 
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“Thanks GSA!  I 

have always 

wanted to do 

something like 

this!” 

Using a hand lens, 

this teacher is exam-

ining a rock sample 

Funding 

Fitness 

Why Attend a Field Camp with GSA? 
Field Camps are a fantastic way 

to increase your content 

knowledge and to learn new 

ways to teach Earth science to 

your students. 

 

Sure, you can go to several of 

these spots on your own; 

however, you won’t have ex-

perts  teaching you about the 

geology of the area and helping 

to share ways for you to teach 

these concepts in your class-

room. 

 

Additionally, most of our trips 

take you to places that the 

general public does not have 

access to.   

 

Some field camps allow you to 

participate in research pro-

jects.  You will have access to 

the project long after you con-

tribute to the project. 

 

Each field camp provides pro-

fessional development hours.  

You will earn one professional 

hour for each hour that you 

spend in the field.  Field camps 

typically award 40-60 profes-

sional hours.  Professional 

development in the field sure 

beats professional develop-

ment at your school or dis-

trict! 

 

During each trip, you’ll have 

the opportunity to network 

with fellow teachers.     

elevation gains of up to a cou-

ple hundred feet. 

 

It is strongly suggested that 

you hike 2 miles several times 

a week in preparation for the 

trip.  Climbing stairs is an ex-

cellent way to prepare for the 

elevation gain.  If you have 

The Rocky Mountain 

Field Camp has sev-

eral long hikes on 

rough, uneven terrain.  

Hikes range in diffi-

culty from easy to 

difficult.  Keep in mind 

that you are at a 

higher elevation and 

our hikes often  have 

weak knees, then please bring 

hiking poles. 

 

Consult with your physician if 

you have any questions or 

concerns. 

these funds.  

www.fundforteachers.org 

2. Your school or dis-

trict.  It doesn’t hurt to 

ask! 

3. Local Lions and Rotary 

Clubs– they have given 

small grants to teachers 

as long as they give a 

presentation at a meeting 

4. Rural teachers-  Rural 

Trust’s Global Teacher 

Fellowship website at 

www.globalteacherfellows

hip.ruraledu.org 

5. Become a GSA member 

and save $100! 

We wish you the best of luck 

securing funding!   

Teachers often ask about fund-

ing for GeoVentures and Field 

Camps.  Unfortunately, we are 

unable to assist with grants or 

stipends at this time.  Here are 

some ways that previous 

teachers have been able to 

secure funding to attend a trip: 

1. Fund For Teachers– 

Several teachers  have 

attended GeoVentures 

and Field Camps through 

Looking for 

fossils in the 

Florissant 

Shale 

R O C K Y  M O U N T A I N  F I E L D  C A M P  



Accommodations and Food 
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Accommodations 

June 20– Hampton Inn, Louisville, 

CO 

June 21– Colorado Springs Camp-

ground  

June 22– Royal 

Gorge KOA Camp-

ground 

June 23&24– Arrow-

head Point Camp-

ground Resort 

June 25– Hampton 

Inn  

You will stay in bunkhouses at the 

campgrounds.  All bunkhouses have 

beds and air conditioning.  Some 

will have refrigerators.   

Showers and laundry facilities are 

available at each campground. 

Food 

We will buy groceries for break-

fasts and lunches at the beginning of 

the week and once in the middle of 

the week.  Dinner will be at restau-

rants in the evening an possibly on 

a grill on June 23 and/or June 24. 

Breakfast is provided on June 21 

and June 26 when we stay at the 

Hampton Inn. 

We have found that this is the best 

way to save money and time for 

teachers during this field camp. 

in this price.   

Registration form and a non-

refundable $150 deposit are due 

by February 15, 2015. 

Trip must be paid in full by April 1, 

2015.   

A full refund (minus the $150 de-

posit) will be issued for cancella-

tions prior to April 20, 2015 COB. 

Cost for the trip is $875. 

Cost for GSA members and their 

partners is $775. 

Price includes lodging from June 20-

25, 2015, all fees to parks, field 

guide and ground transportation in 

Colorado.  Lodging for June 25th is 

included in the cost of the trip.  

Bring money for meals and souve-

nirs.  Two breakfasts are included 

No refunds will be issued 

after April 20, 2015.   

We strongly recommend 

purchasing traveler’s insur-

ance to cover cancellations 

due to health or other rea-

sons.  

Please contact Davida 

Buehler at 

dbuehler@geosociety.org  

with any questions or for 

additional information. 

“I enjoyed being challenged to think 

through the evidence....neat to 

stitch the evidence into a story. “ 

 

“So informative. Absolutely amazing 

experience. Breathtaking views. 

Loved it. “ 

 

“Super cool...I found several fossils! 

I felt like a paleontologist! “ 

“Enjoyed trying to piece together 

the puzzle.” 

 

“I learned new ways to teach con-

tent that will increase student en-

gagement and learning. “ 

 

“I learned a LOT from seeing the 

rocks up close & sketching them in 

detail. “ 

“I learned so much about trace 

fossils! I had limited experience and 

I had no idea there were so many 

applications for trace fossils.  And 

the dino prints are epic!” 

 

“I loved the discovery approach! 

Very applicable to my teaching 

style!”  

 

Measuring 

dinosaur 

footprints 

Previous Participants’ Comments 

Fine Print and Cost 

Teachers sketching an out-

crop.  

“This field 

camp has 

helped to fill in 

many gaps and 

misunderstandi

ngs that I had.  

Thank you!” 



Colorado is one of Davida’s favorite 

places in the U.S.  She was born and 

raised in Ohio and never had an in-

terest in the subtle geology that was 

round her.  Once she visited Colo-

rado, though, the geology smacked 

her in the face and she has been in-

terested in geology ever since!  Over 

the years, she has spent a lot of time 

exploring and studying various geo-

logic hot spots found in Colorado.  

Just when she thinks she has found 

her favorite spot in Colorado, she 

discovers a new area to explore!  As 

a result, the Rocky Mountain Field 

Camp changes every year. 

In her free time, Davida enjoys hiking, 

running, biking, visiting a new micro-

brewery or winery, and spending time 

with her friends and family.   

 

Davida Buehler joined GSA in 2011 

as the Teacher Advocate Program 

Officer (TAP).  She creates materials 

for teachers to use in their class-

rooms and provides professional 

development that blends content, 

activities and pedagogy.  Her favorite 

part of her job is designing field 

camps for teachers to learn about 

geology in the field.  She is passionate 

about getting teachers out into the 

field! 

Prior to working for GSA, Davida 

taught Earth Science at the K-12 level 

for 9 years.  Her students came from 

various backgrounds and this encour-

aged her to develop engaging lessons 

that reach students of all abilities and 

backgrounds.  Davida holds a B.S in 

Education from Kent State University 

and a M.S. in Geosciences from Mis-

sissippi State University. 

The Geological Society of America 

C/O Davida Buehler 

3300 Penrose Place 

Boulder, CO 80301 

Phone: 303-357-1015 

Email: dbuehler@geosociety.org 

www.facebook.com/GSAK12Education 

www.facebook.com/GSAGeoVentures 

GeoVentures are an exciting way for you to learn 

about our amazing planet by joining enthusiastic 

leaders to sites of geological wonder around the 

globe.   Whether you are a complete geological 

novice, a keen student, a school/college educator 

or a professional geoscientist, GeoVentures has a 

perfect trip for you to attend.   

 

Backed by the resources, professional member-

ship and experience of The Geological Society of 

America, GeoVentures offer high quality experi-

ences for every participant and we strive to in-

clude programs that reach beyond the pure geo-

science and include cultural, environmental and 

historical aspects. 

The Geological Society of 

America 

Your Trip Leader 

“Because the best geologists are the 

ones who have seen the most rocks” 

Your trip leader, Davida, after 

hiking to the top of Pikes Peak.   

www.geoventures.org 


